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Valeria Elel, our Community 
Transformation coordinator, has 
developed the farming curriculum 
to include a Biblical understanding 
of our relationship with Creation. 

This training in agriculture is 
designed to improve upon current 
village-level practice, while 
remaining thoroughly organic and 
feasible for the average rural 
farmer. It features ‘Farming God’s 
Way’, a system of regenerative 
agronomy developed in Africa, and 
the FAITH Gardens system, also 
called ‘Food Always In The Home’, 
designed by the Baptist Church 
Centre in Mindanao, Philippines.

Valeria is currently the only 
permanent, full-time faculty 
member in our Advanced Diploma of 
Community Transformation (ADipCT) 
program. She coordinates a team 
of part-time and adjunct teachers, 
and she personally teaches the 
Farming Practice courses throughout 
the three years of the ADipCT 
curriculum. Her husband Simon is a 
rice production trainer and serves 
as crops supervisor on the College 
farm.

Originally from Wairiki in the Toma 
area of East New Britain, Valeria 
joined the College in 2012 as a 
garden and nursery supervisor. 
She and Simon trained at the 
Rabaul ‘eco-tech’ training centre 
of the Japanese Organization for 
Industrial, Spiritual and Cultural 
Advancement, learning organic 
techniques. At the invitation 
of OISCA, they also completed 
a one-year attachment at the 
organization’s Chubu Nippon  
training centre in Japan.

Valeria explains that “the vision of 
developing the agriculture course 
into a holistic perspective is to 
help students look back to how 
God created the universe, looking 
at how God commanded humans 
to look after the earth – to look 
after but also to help, to create 
for themselves, to create the eco-
system into a peaceful environment, 
not to harm.” Her aim is to 
show them “not just how to use 
agriculture as a means of generating 
income, or sustaining livelihood, but 
looking after the environment and 
creation: not only the environment 
but the eco-system as a whole.”

In line with the original holistic 
vision of CLTC to offer agricultural 
and technical training alongside 
Biblical and theological instruction, 
the ADCT program shares half 
its courses with the Advanced 
Diploma of Ministry, particularly 
the Bible courses, and prepares 
students to work with the church 
to facilitate spiritual, social, and 
physical development in the wider 
community.  With a big intake of 
students into the program this 
year, and with the possibility of 
developing a degree level program 
in Community Transformation, the 
College is seeking to recruit more 
full-time faculty for this.

Farming God’s Way – Organic, Feasible, Biblical

Valeria Elel
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Please consider supporting CLTC. For more information contact the CLTC office in your country (see page 6).  
Bank details: Aust: CLTC, Westpac, BSB 033107 Acc No. 23 1483 — NZ: CLTC, Westpac, 03 0155 0347818 003

Send an email to Aust/NZ office to advise of your donation.

I visited the Bin Village on the Sepik 
River for a youth rally in 2007. 

Bamboo poles were fixed deep into 
the river alongside each section of 
the village. It was amazing to watch 
the women from the village dive deep 
into the muddy river following those 
bamboo poles and emerge minutes 
later with baskets full of kina shells. 
The secret to their ability to find 
them so quickly was the bamboo 
poles. The bamboo poles acted as 
a guide and a lifeline for the divers 
because they could not see in the 
water. 

Watching these Sepik River 
women inspired me to think about 
leadership, specifically how to lead 
when everything around you is 
murky. In the last three years, our 
experiences with COVID-19, the 
collapse of our support programs, 
and the loss of two finance managers, 
have felt like swimming through mud 
and mire.

What are the bamboo poles that God 
has provided to guide us through 

this time? First is our clear mission 
to train leaders for the Church in 
the South Pacific. Second is the 
commitment shown by most of our 
staff, by working faithfully despite 

the lack of full salary. Third is the 
considerable financial support from 
Australia and New Zealand to cover 
essential expenses and to restart the 
poultry business. Fourth is some key 
people who have dug deep to assist 
us and guide us through the difficult 
times. They have been God’s bamboo 
poles in the mud and mire. 

What about the kina shells? They 
represent the quality students 
graduating from the College. In the 
midst of these difficult times the 
training programs have flourished. 
This year we have had the biggest 
single intake of students at Banz 
campus. And we could have more 
than 60 graduating in early December.

Psalm 40 paints a vivid picture of a 
leader’s trust in God: God heard his 
cry (v. 1), lifted him out of the mud 
and mire (v. 2a), set his feet on a 
solid rock (v. 2b), and gave him a 
new song of praise (v. 3). Like the 
Sepik River women who trusted their 
bamboo poles, we can trust in the 
Lord, the one who called us, to be 
our guide and lifeline.

Navigating Difficult Times

“In the midst of these 
difficult times the training 
programs have flourished.”

Visiting lecturer Dr. Philip 
Townsend led our seven first-year 
Master of Theology students in 
discussions around Melanesian 
models of leadership, such as the 
“Big Man” pattern of leading in the 
Highlands of Papua New Guinea. 
They looked at these models in  
the light of Christian principles  
of leadership.

The students enjoyed rich 
conversations as they explored 
assumptions, values and beliefs from 
traditional worldviews. They looked 
at ideas in contemporary literature 
about leadership and tried to find 
insights that applied to Melanesian 
contexts. The group studied various 
biblical models and considered 
the significance of living as people 
gifted and empowered by the Holy 
Spirit.

Phil came to this course, ‘Christian 
Leadership in Melanesia’, from over 

two decades of experience working 
with the Evangelical Church of Papua 
New Guinea, mainly in Western 
Province. His wife Lesli, a qualified 

spiritual director who teaches in 
a spiritual directors’ formation 
program in Adelaide, joined Phil  
for the second half of the term.

The ‘Big Man’ Model of Leadership

Principal Dr Maxon Mani
Greetings to all our generous 

supporters in the ministry  
of Jesus Christ at CLTC.

Phil Townsend with the first year MTh students.

From the Principal
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I grew up in a rough community 
in Lae as the last of five children 
in a Christian family. Despite the 
challenges and bad influences 
that threatened my childhood and 
teenage upbringing, I always knew 
that God had a special plan for me 
in the future. 

Since I missed out on a university 
placement, I moved to Port 
Moresby to find a job. Living with 
relatives, I moved from job to 
job. Seeing my discouragement, a 
pastor advised me to return to God. 
I listened and started attending 
church services and programs. 
Later I joined the youth ministry, 
and was engaged in teaching and 
evangelism. After a few years 
I realised that I was called to 

ministry. In 2014, I resigned from 
my job and took up full-time 
ministry. 

I had a strong desire for theological 
study, but did not see any 
opportunities to fulfill this desire. 
Then, after three years of full-
time ministry, my bishop informed 
me that I was selected to study at 
CLTC. The whole education program 
here has transformed my life 
dramatically. What I have learned 
here is so much that I cannot 
fathom it all. I feel now that I am 
well prepared to teach God’s Word 
and ways in a holistic manner. 
God’s thoughts and plans for us are 
not to harm us but to prosper us,  
so that we fulfill his plan and our 
life’s purpose (Jer 11:29).

Contributed by Albert Siriga, who 
completed the Advanced Diploma of 
Community Transformation in 2021, 
and will complete the Bachelor of 
Theology this year. He is also the 
Banz campus student president.

I was raised by my grandparents, 
and it is through them that  
I learned about God. Because 
my parents had divorced, it was 
difficult for me in school, so I 
dropped out. At home, my aunt 
would give me application forms to 
fill in, but I would just throw them 
into the fire.

Several years later, I met the 
Principal of Talua Theological Training 
Institute and he said to me, “Before 
your grandfather died, he requested 
me to enrol you.” I did not have 
anything to say, since it was my 
grandfather’s request. Three years 
later I graduated with a Diploma 
and served as a youth pastor. A year 
later I returned for the Bachelor of 
Theology program.

That year I met Luisa on her home 
island, and we were married in 2021. 
She came with me to Talua. She did 
not have any theological training. 
and would say to me, “I want to 
go back home. I do not understand 
anything in the class. I do not know 
the Bible and I find it difficult.”  
I would encourage her by saying, 
“God is with us. He will help you in 
your studies.”

One day, Pastor John Maite (a CLTC 

postgraduate alumnus) asked me, 
“Do you want to go to study at 
CLTC?” I laughed at him and said, “I 
don’t think I am capable of going to 
CLTC.” That night, I said to Luisa, 
“What do you think if we go to study 
at CLTC?” She looked at me confused 
and said, “But what do you think?”  
I laughed and said, “If it is God’s will, 
he will take us there.” The next time 
Pastor John saw me he asked me, 
“Have you made up your mind?” Then 
I said to him, “I will give it a try.” So 
I filled in the application form and sat 

the entrance test. A few weeks later, 
I was informed that I had passed the 
test and was accepted.

Early last year we travelled as far 
as Port Vila, but Covid-19 prevented 
us from continuing on to Papua New 
Guinea. Every day I would wake up 
early and pray, “God you are always 
faithful; you will make it possible for 
us to go to CLTC.” After a short delay, 
we were able to travel to CLTC.

I am so grateful to God for allowing 
my wife and me to study at CLTC.  
I am thankful to God for what I 
have learned through the lectures 
in the MTh Program and also for the 
certificate program that Luisa has 
attended. She has a lot to say to me 
every day after class. She tells me 
about her classes and even discusses 
Bible passages with me. I have seen 
God transforming my wife in the year 
we have spent at CLTC.

God has brought us here to prepare 
us for his plan. We know that there 
will be challenges in the field, but 
God will never leave us.

Contributed by William Popoina, who 
will finish the Master of Theology 
this year, while his wife Luisa will 
finish a Certificate program.

Student News

Prepared to Teach in a Holistic Manner

Learning Together for God’s Plan

William and Luisa, in front of their 
student house.
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